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PERTH TOURISM PRECINCT EXPANSION 

Statement by Minister for Commerce 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Commerce) [12.11 pm]: I am pleased to update the house on the 
government’s determined approach to create a more vibrant city with greater convenience and choice for the 
people of Perth. This government is committed to carrying out moderate reforms to shopping hours in the Perth 
metropolitan area. Disappointingly, the opposition has failed to make the decisions necessary to let both the 
people of Perth and visitors to this state have access to greater choice and flexibility in their shopping hours. The 
opposition has refused to stand up for Perth consumers and back the government’s bill to extend weeknight 
trading to 9.00 pm in the metropolitan area.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: It might be the case that some people in this place do not want to hear what the minister has to 
say. I at least would like the chance to hear him. Member for Girrawheen, I do not want to call you again today. I 
do not want to call you at all, member for Forrestfield, but I want to hear from the minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I will repeat that paragraph, and I may run over time by a second 
or two.  

The opposition has refused to stand up for Perth consumers and back the government’s bill to extend weeknight 
trading to 9.00 pm in the metropolitan area. In light of this failure by the opposition, the Premier and I have 
indicated that the government will investigate other options to extend trading hours in the Perth metropolitan 
area. One means by which at least some degree of extended trading can be provided is through the use of 
regulation-making powers to expand the current boundaries of the Perth tourism precinct. This will incorporate 
into the Perth tourism precinct selected localities in suburbs surrounding the Perth CBD, extending to them the 
benefits of tourism precinct status. 

I recently met with a number of the mayors and officials of the local governments that surround the current Perth 
tourism precinct to explain the government’s plan and seek their feedback. It was a very positive and informative 
meeting; I was encouraged by the level of support they displayed and found their insights to be of great value in 
developing the new expanded precinct. The amended regulations, which I intend to table before Parliament rises 
this year, will extend the Perth tourism precinct to include significant areas within the surrounding suburbs of 
Subiaco, Mt Lawley, East Perth, West Perth, North Perth, South Perth and Victoria Park.  

These areas reflect the concentration of retail, dining, sporting and entertainment attractions enjoyed equally by 
tourists and the general public of Perth. The expansion of the tourism precinct into these surrounding areas will 
serve to further enhance their status as drawcards for visitors from near and far. This modest expansion is some 
solace to the great number of people who have no doubt been equally frustrated and disappointed by the 
opposition’s decision to deny the Perth public the basic right to choose when and where they shop. 

In addition to the expansion of the precinct, I also intend to make orders under the Retail Trading Hours Act to 
amend the trading hours of all general retail shops in the Perth and Fremantle tourism precincts, effective from 1 
January 2010. The new orders will provide for trading on weeknights to 9.00 pm. Saturdays and Sundays will 
retain their current 5.00 pm closing time. The house should also note that the government has introduced a bill to 
establish a third tourism precinct in Joondalup and will also consider the case for Midland and Armadale 
following a consultation process. These changes will mean greater vibrancy, greater convenience and greater 
choice. Let us hope that the opposition will come to its senses and take a more progressive stance on this issue 
and support the government as it makes decisions that improve the lives of Western Australians. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
 


